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SCHEDULE 


Seplember 16: Tennessee (A) 
September 23: Navy (H) 
September 30: Iowa (H) 
October 7: Illinois (A) 
October 14: Army (A) 
October 21: Syracuse (A) 
(Homecoming) 
October 28: West Virginia (A) 
November 4: Maryland (H) 
(Band Day) 
November 11: North Carolina State (H) 
(All-University Day) 
November 18: Boston College (A) 
November 25: Pittsburgh (H) 
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Eastern football may sneak up on the rest 
of the country this fall. Pause for guffaws 
from such Conferences as the Southeast, Big 
Ten, Big 8, and Southwest. Well, maybe 
not so loud from Dallas and Austin. The 
opening statement isn’t a prediction, just a 


possibility. 
Every one of our eastern opponents — the 
Independents — confidently expects to field 


an improved team in 1972, which means that 
the oft neglected statistics of 1971, the record 
of the Eastern Indies vs. intersectional oppo- 
nents (21-16-1), might be improved during 
the coming season. 

Whatever power the East can generate will 
be clearly demonstrated in short order. Army 
opens with Stanford, Boston College with 
Tulane, and Penn State with Tennessee. 
Navy opposes Michigan in its fourth game, 
Syracuse has scheduled Wisconsin and N.C. 
State in September, and West Virginia travels 
to Palo Alto for a Stanford game on Septem- 
ber 30. And Pitt— good heavens!— combats 
Florida State, UCLA, Air Force, Northwest- 
ern, Tulane, and Notre Dame as warm-ups 
for its traditional eastern rivals. 


This summer Coach Joe Paterno gave a 
realistic estimate of Penn State’s probable 
strength through the news media, before 
alumni groups, and informally to members 
of the Nittany Lion Club during the spring 
Blue-White week-end, Joe sees the pendu- 
lum swinging toward the Lion defense in the 
fall, largely because losses from graduation 
in this department were less severe. Losing 
a Mitchell-Harris combination running be- 
hind Dave Joyner, Bob Knechtel, Bob Par- 
sons, and Mike Botts leaves a noticeable void. 
Observers think the defensive unit has the 
potential to match the great 1969 stalwarts 
who held Missouri’s Big 8 champions to a 
measly field goal in the Orange Bowl. 


Paterno admits that the ingredients for 
greatness are present on the defensive squad, 
but quickly points out certain intangibles 
must be proved before the 1972 outfit can 
be mentioned favorably with the Reid-Smear- 
Ebersole-Onkotz-Kates-Ham crew of ’69, or 
even with the Wishbone snappers of a year 
ago. “Intangibles” are a coach’s way of say- 
ing “they must first come under fire; they 
must be able to provide the big play when 
it’s needed.” 

There are some tangible plusses and mi- 


John Hufnagel 
“Best QB in country, 
bar none” — Paterno 


nuses to consider before making a judgment 
about the 1972 squad. 

Plusses: 1. A senior quarterback who had 
a brilliant spring during an otherwise lack- 
lustre training period, rated by his coach as 
the—best Penn_-State.quarterback. Penn State 
has had in 23 years and “as the best college 
quarterback in the country today, bar none.” 
We're speaking, of course, of John Huf- 
nagel. Note to those who vote on the Heis- 
man award: It’s pronounced Huf-nagel. 

2; Depth at the linebacking position where 
Coach Paterno feels you must have a mini- 
mum of six. We have ’em. 

3. Defensive halfbacks Buddy Ellis, Steve 
Davis, and Gregg Ducatte could be the best 
threesome around here for some time. 

4. Enough strength at defensive ends to 
move a 1971 regular, Jim Laslavic, to inside 
linebacker. Bruce Bannon is a_ leading 
candidate for All-America and has been 
picked by a surprising number of summer 
selectors. 

5. Pass receivers competent to give ex- 
citing dimension to the offense. Ends and 
wide receivers available are Skarzynski, Bland, 
Scott, Hayman, Debes, Masella, Jeram, Jack- 
son, Natale, and Reihner. Only Skarzynski 
is a senior; the last five are sophomores. 


6. Strong leadership should be provided 
by the four co-captains— Hufnagel and Carl 
Schaukowitch, offense; Ducatte and Jim Hel- 
ler, defense. 

Minuses: 1, Nostalgia for Lydell Mitchell 
and TFrance-Harris-may become a-real back 
ache, especially in the early season games. 
Tom Donchez (junior) played a good bit 
last year and started the Cotton Bowl game, 
but was hampered by injuries in the spring. 
John Cappelletti has the more challenging 
job of replacing Mitchell. John was an out- 
standing freshman runner two years ago, but 
was used on defense last season. 

2. Nine regulars missed the spring game, 
most of them with injuries. How well will 
they hold up during the early contact work? 
Much depends on the availability of Donchez 
and Bob Rickenbach, now an offensive guard. 

8. Parsons did 99% of the punting last 
year and his back-up, Jack Koniszewski, had 
little opportunity to gain experience. We 
may have to go with a spring walk-on, Pat 
St. Clair of Lancaster, who came up from 
the intramurals. Extra points and field goals 
should be no problem. Reihner, a sopho- 
more nearly as good as Specialist Alberto 
Vitiello, probably will do the kicking off. He 
weighs 209 to Al’s 165 and is less likely to 
get killed. 

4, First line reserve strength is largely 
made up of untried sophomores. Note that 
the depth chart lists six sophs on the second 
offensive unit and ten on the third. The 6-10 
distribution is likewise true on defense._In- 
cidental note: Sophomores most likely to 
succeed are Mike Hartenstine, Bethlehem; 
Brian Masella, Bordentown, N.J.; Dan Na- 
tale, Glassport; Tom Schuman, Pottstown; 
Dave Graf, Dunkirk, N.Y.; Jack Baiorunos, 
Quincy, Mass.; Walt Addie, Roselle Park, 
N.J.; Joe Jackson, Brimfield, Mass.; Greg 
Murphy, Brooklyn, N.Y.; and Jim Rosecrans, 
Camillus, N.Y. 

5. While the Tennessee opener is con- 
sidered a welcome challenge, it’s also a tough 
assignment. Tom Siler, veteran Knoxville 
sports writer, obviously thinks the task is too 
great for the Nittany Lions, especially since 
the Vols will have the advantage of an im- 
portant nationally televised game with Geor- 
gia Tech on September 9. “No one,” states 
Siler, “ever beats Tennessee in Knoxville.” 
This may not be historically correct, but you 
get the idea. The remainder of the schedule 
has some real toughies in Illinois (picked in 
some circles to win the Big Ten title), West 
Virginia {getting an enormous build-up, 
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TENTATIVE THREE-DEEP LINEUP FOR LIONS OF ‘72 


*Dave Bland '74 (6-1. 198) 
LT 73 **Craig Lyle ’73 (6-2, 245) 


LG 69 **Carl Schaukowitch '73 (6-2, 220) 


Cc 50 *Rick Brown ’73 (6-0, 248) 
RG 65 *Phil LaPorta ’74 (6-314, 246) 
RT 54 “Mark Markovich '74 (6-4, 241) 
RE 80 *Gary Debes ’74 (6-4, 207) 


QB 16 **John Hufnagel ’73 (6-1, 194) 


*John Cappelletti '74 (6-04, 206) 
*Tom Donchez ’74 (6-24, 206) 


WR 84 **Scott Skarzynski '73 (6-3, 207) 


LE 46 *Gary Hager '74 (6-0, 205) 
LE 72 **Jim Heller ’78 (6-8, 240) 
RT 53 “Randy Crowder '74 (6-2, 240) 
RE 83 **Bruce Bannon ’'73 (6-3, 224) 
OLLB 81 **John Skorupan '73 (6-2, 208) 


ILLB 47 **Jim Laslavic '73 (6-2, 230) 
49 *Tom Hull '74 (6-3, 205) 


IRLB 87 *Ed O'Neil ’74 (6-3, 220) 
ORLB 45 *Larry Ludwig '73 (6-1, 192) 
DHB 24 Steve Davis ’73 (5-10, 173) 
DHB 18 *Buddy Ellis '74 (6-0, 172) 


SAF 385 **Greg Ducatte '73 (6-1, 215) 


*Indicates Number of Letters Won 


OFFENSE 


82 Brian Masella ’75 (6-2, 220) 
74 Jeff Bleamer '75 (6-4, 250) 


64 Ron Etter 75 (6-3, 211) 

55 Jack Baiorunos ’75 (6-3, 225) 
66 **Bob Rickenbach ’73 (6-3, 225) 
77 +*Charlie Getty '74 (6-4, 250) 

89 Dan Natale '75 (6-3, 220) 

12 Tom Schuman ’'75 (6-144, 180) 


25 *Chuck Herd ’74 (5-11, 194) 
26 *Ken Andrews ’73 (6-0, 215) 
27 Carl Cayette ’73 (5-11, 199) 
19 *Jimmy Scott '74 (5-10, 160) 


DEFENSE 


85 Dave Graf '75 (6-3, 205) 

75 ‘Dan Reckwith ’74 (6-214, 250) 
79 Mike Hartenstine '75 (6-3, 236) 
93 Greg Murphy '75 (6-3, 230) 

59 Dave Hornfeck ’75 (5-11, 190) 
38 Joe Carlozo ’75 (5-11¥%, 231) 


40 Chris Devlin '75 (6-2, 207) 
68 *Doug Allen '74 (6-2, 218) 
17 *Steve Stilley "73 (6-0, 190) 
81 *Mike Orsini '74 (6-0%, 193) 


14 Scott Mitchell '74 (6-2, 192) 


SPECIALISTS 


Punting: Pat Clair ’75, Koniszewski, Clark 
FG, PAT: AI Vitiello ’73, Reihner 
Kickoffs: Reihner, Vitiello 


48 Jerry Jeram '75 (6-0, 188) 

57 Cliff Buckwalter '75 (6-2, 220) 
70 Dan Wallace '75 (6-3, 240) 

60 Ralph Perri '75 (6-1, 210) 

58 *Tom Shoemaker '73 (6-4, 224) 
61 Paul Gabel '73 (6-4, 256) 

78 Rod Bratton ’75 (6-1, 250) 

86 John Reihner ’75 (6-1, 209) 
13 John Clark, '75 (6-1, 190) 

ll Jack Koniszewski '74 (6-0, 198) 
23 Walt Addie '75 (6-2, 200) 

41 Bob Nagle ’74 (6-0%, 192) 


88 Joe Jackson '75 (6-3, 201) 
15 Jim Eaise "75 (5-10, 170) 


36 Joe Slowick '75 (6-2, 205) 

71 John Nessel '75 (6-6, 247) 

63 Mike Spires '73 (6-0, 235) 

94 Alex Wasilov '75 (6-3, 215) 
42 Jack Throm '74 (6-2, 205) 
92 Tom Williams '75 (6-0, 200) 
33 Jim Rosecrans ’75 (6-1, 221) 
90 Frank Williams ’74 (5-9, 195) 
30 Ray Tesner '75 (6-2, 200) 

20 Jim Bradley '75 (6-1, 186) 
29 Don Tarosky °75 (6-3, 200) 
21 Gary Tyler '75 (5-10, 185) 
28 Mike Johnson '75 (5-11, 185) 


some of it self inflicted) , and our old friends 
from Syracuse. Coach Paterno thinks Navy 
may be the ‘sleeper’ team in the East this 
year. 

Only a half dozen times during the Engle 
and Paterno regimes have the Lions taken 
on an opening-day opponent of Tennessee’s 
class. Penn State is 3-3 with these six inter- 
sectional rivals: 1965, Michigan State (0-23) ; 
1963, Oregon ( 17-7); 1959, Missouri (19-8) ; 
1958, Nebraska (7-14); 1954, Illinois (14-12) ; 
1958, Wisconsin (0-20). 

“Saved by the Itch to Switch” was the title 
of a Sports Illustrated article last October 
covering part of the Hufnagel era from Syra- 
cuse, 1970, to Syracuse, 1971. The Lions had 
just eaten up their first five opponents, in- 
cluding Syracuse, 189 to 31, and Coach Pater- 
no was credited with doing a magical switch 
job changing a second-string safety to quar- 
terback (Hufnagel) , a second-string quarter- 
back to tight end (Parsons), and a top line- 
backer to defensive end (Laslavic) . 

The Itch still persists as Paterno continues 
his chess game of moving players to their 
proper squares to get the most out of avail- 
able talent. Here are a few of the moves: 
Laslavic is a linebacker again; Rickenbach, 
tight end to offensive guard; Dave Bland, 
safety to offensive end; Cappelletti, defensive 
halfback to offensive halfback; Gary Hager, 
linebacker to defensive end; Larry Ludwig, 
offensive halfback to linebacker; and Ed 
O’Neil, defensive halfback to linebacker. 
There could be more before Tennessee. 


Only the wackiest fan could take seriously 
the dozen or so pre-view football magazines 
filling the news stands each August. We've of- 
ten thought it might be enlightening to keep 
them for a year to check their wild predic- 
tions, but this isn’t possible since our copies 
are borrowed from the Athletic Department. 
GamePlan, published in North Syracuse, 
N.Y., was the first one to turn up. It re- 
ceived some attention a year ago because 
Penn State was left out of the first twenty 
and it rated the Lions behind Syracuse in 
the East. GamePlan seems to be edited by 
computer, but apparently re-programmed its 
Eastern Division for 1972. Its three top East- 
ern teams this year are Penn State, West 
Virginia, and Boston College, with the Lions 
(11-0) ranked 7th in the nation. Syracuse 
gets the brush. 

Football Roundup eliminates Penn State 
from the top 20 (Ohio State is No. 1) and 
ranks Syracuse first in the East. The Lions 
get their best billing from Chris Schenkel’s 
Sportscene— first in the East, a shot at the 
national title, Bannon on the All-America. 
Kickoff ranks us fourth in the nation and 
first in the East. True’s Football Yearbook 
gives us a 7th national rating. 


All this proves that football fans will buy 
anything relating to the autumn agitation— 
one magazine names the Heisman winner in 
July. Such paper teams and pre-season rat- 
ings are no concern of Coach Joe Paterno. 
He knows that the Tennessee game will be 
won or lost on the events occurring between 


August 24 and September 16. The plusses 
must outnumber the minuses. 


Faithfully, your correspondent, 


FASTER MAIL SERVICE OFFERED 

Alumni who wish to speed up delivery 
of the Football Letter are reminded that first 
class mail service is offered if they send $1.50 
to the Alumni Association, 104 Old Main, 
University Park, Pa. 16802. This mailing will 
leave the local post office each Monday after- 
noon following the game. 


1972 BROCHURE NOW AVAILABLE 

Alumni and football friends can obtain 
Penn State’s press brochure at a cost of $2.00 
per copy by mailing a check or money order 
to the Athletic Department, 237 Recreation 
Building, University Park, Pa. 16802. Make 
check payable to PSU, and include $.50 for 
postage and handling. The 100-page booklet 
has complete information on the 1972 Lions 
and their opponents. 


THE FOOTBALL LETTER: Published monthly 
in August and weekly following a football game 
during the University’s football season by The 
Pennsylvania State University, 104 Old Main, 


University Park, Pa. 16802. Second class postage 
paid at State College, Pa. 16801. Change of 
address should be sent to the Alumni Office. 
104 Old Main, University Park, Pa. 16802. 


